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common treasury of Christianity. The Sunday's
collection,, a constant practice of the Church of
Borne, was in all likelihood already established. A
wonderful spirit of direction animated this little
community, to which Judea, Greece, Latiuni, seemed,
in view of a prodigious future, to have contributed
the most various gifts. "While Jewish Monotheism
furnished the immovable base of the new foundation,
and Greece continued in Gnosticism her work of
free speculation, Eonie applied herself with asto-
nishing success to the task of government. Every
kind of authority, every kind of artifice, served her
to that end. Policy never recoils from fraud, and
policy had already found a home in the most secret
councils of the Church of Borne. The vein of apo-
cryphal literature was constantly worked; writ-
ings published under the guarantee of Borne, and
ascribed sometimes to apostles, sometimes to apos-
tolical personages such as Clement and Hernias, were
received with confiding faith throughout the Chris-
tian world.

This precedence of the Church of Borne only
became more marked in the third century.    The